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Dear Parents, Guardians, Community Members and Visitors,

Welcome to the site of Valley Road School. This is a school for students in grades kindergarten through grade 5. The school is located on a scenic piece of property just off Valley Road several blocks from the Clark traffic circle. Dedicated teachers, staff, administrators, and students who are excited about learning, and parents who are committed to supporting our school, work together to create a caring and responsible learning environment which promotes academic success.
Our instruction and curriculum support the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards which provides children with a quality education. The staff is motivated to continually improve instruction which will result in student success. Improving instruction requires a focus on professional learning, collaboration and dedication. Our teachers demonstrate these qualities. Teachers engage in valuable dialogue focused on instructional practices and effective strategies. The teachers and school principal attend workshops within and outside the district and turnkey, or share, information with their peers. Our goal is for teachers to continue to be learners, not only to share the information with others, but also to model life-long learning to our students. Over the last few years we have continued to incorporate the Sonday reading program in grades kindergarten through grade 3, which provides assistance for students in need of phonemic awareness and phonics remediation. Teachers utilize assessment to guide instruction in the Sonday program, as well as in other areas.  The DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Skills) is an ongoing assessment system that monitors our students’ reading progress in grades K-2. This short formative (ongoing) assessment takes only several minutes for each student, yet gives the teacher and the school data on how well our curriculum is meeting the objectives for basic reading skills. This data is used to guide our instruction and to ensure effectiveness. Instruction in K-2 now includes centers which incorporate needed skills while the teacher works with smaller groupings of students to meet their specific reading needs. Teachers provide guided reading lessons in our primary grades. This type of reading instruction allows students to work on the specific skills that they each need. 
In all grades we are trying to better meet our students’ learning needs by utilizing instruction that is differentiated and specific to each child.  This allows the instruction to be more meaningful for each child as it meets his/her needs, whether those needs are at higher or lower levels and whether those needs are due to different learning styles or based on differences of interest. This type of instruction may include using a variety of materials and activities or different types of assessment so that each child is learning and being assessed according to his/her needs. Teachers utilize a reading assessment of running records to assess students’ reading levels, allowing teachers to better prepare reading lessons. In math, we are bringing in a strong new math program, Everyday Math, for grades kindergarten through 2. Our teachers in grades 3-5 have received training in math instruction over the last two years to improve the delivery of mathematics. Due to the effectiveness of differentiated instruction in addressing individual student learning needs, this instructional approach has been extended to other content areas, as well. 
The emotional and social growth of our students results from a deliberate effort to promote respect and responsibility. Together, our school staff and the classroom teachers continue to implement programs that build positive social skills and self-esteem in all students. Programs such as student council, safety patrol, peer leaders, DARE, healthy living, and the classroom Buddy Program are reinforced through classroom meetings, a student/teacher-created code of conduct, and the work of the NBA, our anti-bullying program. The code of conduct and rules of the No Bullying Association provide students with guidelines for a respectful, trustworthy, and responsible school community. Classroom teachers facilitate classroom meetings, which lay a foundation for teaching children proper social interactions and acceptance of others. Each classroom teacher has a set of procedures to guide student behavior. There are also guidelines for behavioral expectations on a school-wide basis. 
Making a difference in students’ lives is easier with a strong home/school connection. The Valley Road School staff prides itself on its collaborative relationship between home and school. The school newsletter, e-mails and website keep parents/guardians informed. The staff has developed school-wide Discipline Procedures designed to provide parents and teachers with an equitable plan for maintaining a safe school environment when children show continued disobedience.  The School Site Based Committee, which includes representatives from staff, administration, and parents, meets two or three times a year to create school objectives. These objectives are connected to action plans which are designed to achieve the identified goals. Each year we select different goals on which to work. The Parent Teacher Association is an active group that collaborates closely with the school. This valuable organization is committed to supporting all facets of our curriculum through a variety of initiatives.   The PTA has supported field trips, a reading incentive program and sponsors assemblies, which often are connected to school goals.  These special events are instrumental in providing students with a well-rounded education. The enthusiasm and dedication of the PTA makes a positive difference for our students. Valley Road School also focuses on a variety of community service projects. Through these projects our students help others, develop as strong citizens, and learn to appreciate what they have in their lives. 
Valley Road School is an outstanding institution that prepares children to be responsible members of society. School staff, parents, and administration make a difference for students as we collectively reach our primary goal, which is to prepare our students to become good citizens in the 21st century. 

If you need any additional information please contact our office or me at 732-388-7900 or at jbeltramba@clarkschools.org .  
Respectfully Yours,

Joseph Beltramba
Mr. Joseph Beltramba

Principal, Valley Road School 

Work:  732-388-7900 / jbeltramba@clarkschools.org
